ACT ON THE HELSINKI METROPOLITAN AREA COUNCIL 

By decision of Parliament, the following is enacted:

Section 1

Helsinki Metropolitan Area Council

Matters of common concern to the Cities of Helsinki, Espoo, Kauniainen and Vantaa shall be decided on and managed by the Helsinki Metropolitan Area Council (YTV). For the purposes of this Act, the said local authorities are referred to as member municipalities and the area covered by them as the Helsinki metropolitan area.

The domicile of the Area Council is Helsinki.

Section 2

Functions

The Area Council’s function is:

1. to see to waste management in the member municipalities and related operations; 

2. to arrange for regional public transport and procure regional transport services, and otherwise see to public transport cooperation between the member municipalities; 

3. to compile plans concerning the transport system and public transport in the Helsinki metropolitan area and promote their implementation; 

4. to approve the fare and ticket system for public transport in the Helsinki metropolitan area and fares for regional public transport; 

5. to see to monitoring, research, planning, and training and information functions concerning air pollution control in the member municipalities; and 

6. to see to survey, research, planning and preparation work pertaining to the Helsinki metropolitan area and the management of matters of common concern to the member municipalities, and to issue opinions on matters concerning cooperation. 

Section 3

Transfer of functions to the Helsinki Metropolitan Area Council

The member municipalities can jointly refer to the Area Council other functions equivalent to those referred to in section 2.

By agreement, the Area Council can assume a function referred to in section 2 or one equivalent to it which is the concern of one or several member municipalities.

Notwithstanding section 1, the Area Council can assume by agreement a function that is the concern of another municipality or joint municipal board, related to its operating field under section 2. When transferring to the Area Council a function prescribed for a municipality or a municipal authority in the law, section 76, paragraph 3, of the Local Government Act (365/95) shall apply as appropriate.

Section 4

Legal capacity

The Area Council can acquire rights, make commitments and exercise its right to be heard in a court of law and by other authorities.

Section 5

Regional assembly

Decision-making power in Area Council matters shall be exercised by the regional assembly. In the assembly, Helsinki has 11 representatives elected by the municipality, Espoo and Vantaa five each and Kauniainen one. What is prescribed in section 52, paragraph 1, and section 57, paragraph 1, of the Local Government Act regarding the disqualification of a councillor and the openness of a municipal council meeting shall apply to the disqualification of an assembly member and the openness of an assembly meeting.

The regional assembly shall

1) approve the budget and financial plan;
2) approve the annual accounts and decide on the discharge of liability;
3) elect members to the organs of the Area Council, and, unless otherwise prescribed in the law:
4) elect an auditor;
5) approve the standing orders; and
6) decide on other functions resting with the regional assembly under this Act.

Section 6

Other administration

What is prescribed in section 14; section 16, paragraph 1; section 17; section 18, paragraphs 2-5; section 19, paragraph 1; sections 20-25, 32, 33 and 37-43; section 57; section 81, paragraph 4; section 82, paragraphs 1 and 2; and section 85 of the Local Government Act, shall apply to arrangement of the administration, the Executive Board, other organs, and elected officials of the Area Council as appropriate.

The Area Council shall have an Executive Director to whom the provisions of the Local Government Act concerning municipal managers shall apply as appropriate. What is prescribed concerning municipal officials and employees shall apply to the Area Council's other staff.

Section 7

Distribution of costs among member municipalities

The member municipalities shall meet the costs arising from the various functions of the Area Council in so far as the payments collected for management of a function and other income are not sufficient to cover the said costs, according to their use of services.

In the case of costs to which the grounds stated above in paragraph 1 do not apply, the City of Helsinki shall pay one half and the other member municipalities jointly the other half in proportion to their population on January 1 in the year in question, but not less than three per cent each.

Section 8

Distribution of contractual costs and advance payments for contributions

The member municipalities can jointly decide to distribute costs arising from the functions of the Area Council in a manner contrary to what is prescribed in section 7.

Advance payments of their contributions to costs as referred to in section 7 can be collected from the member municipalities in accordance with principles decided by the regional assembly.

The compensation for functions performed by the Area Council by agreement shall be determined in an agreement following principles approved by the Executive Board of the Area Council.

Section 9

Proportion of assets and debts

The member municipalities' proportions of the Area Council's assets and debts shall be determined according to the proportions calculated for the five previous years, as laid down in section 7, paragraph 2.

Section 10

Reference provision

Otherwise, what is prescribed in sections 27-29, 44-52, 58-62, 64-65 and 67-75 and in chapter 11 of the Local Government Act and elsewhere in the law concerning joint municipal boards shall apply to the Area Council as appropriate.

Section 11

Temporary ad hoc committee

Instead of the temporary select committee referred to in section 22 of the Local Government Act, the regional assembly shall set up a temporary ad hoc committee. What is prescribed in section 72, paragraph 3, of the Local Government Act shall apply to the qualifications for a committee member.

Section 12

Entry into force

This Act comes into force on January 1, 1997.

This Act repeals the Act on the Helsinki Metropolitan Area Council issued on March 15, 1985 (253/85) and any later amendments to it.

Measures needed to enforce this Act may be taken before it comes into effect. 

